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Great Allied Offensive Begun in Italy;
French and British Crush Wide Front;
Wilson Appeals for Support at Polls

Republican Reply
ToWilson Demands
German Surrender
Roused by the President's Appeal to Nation for

Votes, Leaders Make Quick Answer, and
Politics in This Campaign Is No

Longer "Adjourned"

Deny War Is Personal Issue
And Say They Have Truly Aided

Executive Asserts His Opponents Are "Pro-
War," but Are Also "Anti-Administration,''

and Declares Their Victory Would
Have Bad Effect Abroad

(Special Dispatch to The Tribune'
WASHINGTON, Oct. 25..President Wilson to-day appealed to the

country for the election of a Democratic Senate and Hou.se. He based
his appeal not on the lack of loyalty of the Republicans, .whom he admitted
were "pro-war," but on the fact that they -would be "anti-administration."

He urged that without this indorsement by the country he could not
"continue tu be your unembarrassed spokesman in affairs at home and
abroad."

The Republicans to-night frankly accepted this challenge. In a joint
'¦ ü^ent.probably the first if its kind ever issued.a group of Republi¬
can leaders laid down a Republican platform, which included committinp
the country to a vigorous prosecution of the war, without further not«
vriting, until the German army has surrendered to Marshal Foch.

To that extent, it was pointed out, they are willing to challenge Presi¬
dent Wilson's right to continue as the unembarrassed spokesman for the
American people abroad.

The Republican leadevs in their statement committed the party abso¬
lutely to unconditional surrender, and while no caucus authorized this
statement not. a Republican could be found here to-night who did no1
heartilj approve the statement, and, in fact, many individual Republican
itatements took the same general tone.

Text of Wilson s

Appeal to Nation
To Elect Democrats

Following is the President's ap¬
peal:

"My Fellow Countrymen: The
Congressional elections are at
hand. They occur in the most
critical period our country lias
ever faced or is likely to face in
our time. If you have approved
of my leadership and wish mc to
continue to be your unembar-
rassed spokesman in affairs at
home and abroad, I earnestly beg
that you will express yourselves
unmistakably to that effect by
returning a Democratic majority
lo both the Senate and House of
Representatives.

"I am your servant and will
accept your judgment without
cavil, but my power to administer
the great trust assigned me by
the Constitution would be seri-
ously impaired should your judg-
Went be adverse, and 1 must
lankly tell you s.\ because so

toany critical issues depend upon
your verdict. No scruple of taste
must in grim times like these be
allowed to stand in the way of
speaking the plain truth.

All Are Patriotic
"1 have no thought of suggest¬

if? that any political party is
paramount in matters of (*»tariot-
ism. I feel too deeply ti.« sac¬

rifices which have been made in
this war by all our citizens, ir¬
respective of party affiliations, to
harbor such an idea. I mean only
that the difficulties and delicacies
°f our present task are of a sort
that makes it imperatively neces¬
sary that the nation should give
its undivided support to the gov¬
ernment under a un Hied leader¬
ship and that a Republican Con¬
fess would divide the leadership.
"The leaders of the minority

(Continued on page five)

Republican Leaders
Cite War Record in
Reply to President

The statement issued by Re¬
publican leaders in Congress fol¬
lows :

''Some time ago the President
said 'politics is adjourned.' Now,
in the closing days of the cam¬

paign.delayed by the united ef¬
forts of all parties for the Lib¬
erty Loan.now, when all public
meetings have been given up,
owing to the influenza epidemic,
the President seivls out a direct
party appeal, calling upon his
countrymen to vote for Demo¬
crats, because they are Demo¬
crats, without any reference to
whether such Democrats have
been, or are, in favor of war

measur°s, and have a war record
which deserves support.
"The voters of Michigan, to take

a single example, are called upon
to support Mr. Henry Ford.no¬
torious tor his advocacy of peace
at any price, for his contemptuous
allusions to the flag, for the ex¬

emption of his son from military
service.on the sole ground that
he will blindly support, the Presi¬
dent.
"The President, is quite ready

to admit that Republicans are

loyal enough to light and die, as

they are doing by the thousands;
loyal enough to take up great
loans and pay enormous taxes;
loyal enough to furnish important
men, at no salary, on some of the
great war boards in Washington.
Put they are not loyal enough, in
the President's opinion, to be
trusted with a share in the govern¬
ment of the country or legislation
for it.

"If the Republican party con¬
trols the House, we can point out
some of the things they will do.
They will replace Mr. Dent, of

(Continued on pane five)

Col. House in
France to Act
InTruceMove

Reichstag Gets President's
Note and Different Sections

Begin Consideration

German Cabinet
Defers Its Reply-

Croat Regiment at Fiume
Revolts, Destroys Rail¬
road and Seizes Port

Colonel Edward M. House, the
President's unofficial representa¬
tive, lias arrived in France with
military, naval and diplomatic ad¬
visers to take up the question of
an armistice and peace negotia¬
tions with the Allied leaders.

The President's latent note to Ger¬
many reached the Reichstag
Thursday. The German War
Cabinet has decided not to answer
the note until it learns what the
Allied armistice conditions ¿ire.

Meanwhile, the Austro-Hungarian
and Hungarian governments have
been upset by the revolt of a
Croat regiment at Fiume, an
Adriatic port. The troops seized
the city and tore up the railroad.
The mutiny was crushed in street
fighting in which hundreds were
killed.

The news of the revolt was quickly
followed by the resignation o
Baron Burian, Austro-Hunga¬
rian Foreign .Minister, and Dr
Wekerle, Hungarian Premier
who were succeeded by two prom
iuent liberals, Count Julius An-
drassy and Count Albert Apponyi
respectively.

The separatist movements in the
Dual Monarchy are continuing
The Czecho-Slovak Deputies have
left the Reichrat, with the an
nouncement that they wouh
never return.

Schleswig, Alsace-Lorraine ami Po
lish Deputies made demands fo:
independence in the Cerniai
Reichstag Wednesday.

Germans Want
Entente's Terms

Before Replying
BASEL, Oct. L'5 By The Associate«

Press). The German war cabinet con
side-red President Wilson's reply at
lengthy session yesterday, aecordini,
to the Frankfort "Gazette.'' It wo
decided not to answer at th«- presen
time, but to wait until it is learnei
what the Entente's armistice condl
tions may be.

Wilson Commissioneri

Arrive in France fo\
Parley on Armistia

WASHINGTON'. Oct. To (By The A;
BOciated Press).- -Colonel E. M. lions
personal representative of Presidei
Wilson and spokesman of the Stat
Department, and Admiral William
Benson, chief of naval operations, ha\
arrived in Fiance to represent ti
United States in the consideration i

Germany's plea for on armistice an

pence negotiations.
Colonel House is accompanied i

Gordon Auchincloss, his son-in-law. Ji
seph G. Grew, chief of the State D
partment's division of Western Eur
pean affairs and former secretary
the American Embassy at Berlin, ai

Frank I. Cobb, of New York.
The party sailed from an Atlant

port a week ago Wednesday, before tl
wireless version of the last Germs
note had been sent out, and were nea

ing the other side when President Wi
son received the note and answered
The arrival in France of Colon

Houtse and Admiral Benson has clear
the way for the beginning of such d
liberations by the Supreme War Cou
eil at Versailles as may be necessa
to frame the draft of an armistice
be submitted to Germany.
The premiers of the Allied countri«

who make up the political elemen

(. ontinui d on paje, three

"But Just1 Before Christmas They're as Good as They Can Be"

Great Berlin
Crowd Cries
For Republic

Gathers Before Reichstag
and Demands Abdica¬

tion of Kaiser

PARIS, Oct. 25. An enormous
crowd assembled before the Reichstag
building in Berlin yesterday calling)
for the abdication of Emperor William
and the formation of h republic, ac-;

cording to a special dispatch from
Zurich to "L'Information."

Dr. Karl Liebknecht, the Socialist
leader who has just been released
from prison, was applauded frantically,
lie was compelled to enter a carriage
fi.!led with flowers from which he made
a speech declaring that the time of
the people had arrived.

Draftees in Germany
Open Fire on Superiors

LONDON, Oct. 26. The internal con¬

dition of the German army is none too
good. Mutinous conduct 011 the part of
drafts hii3 been of frequent occurrence.
On one occasion a draft whose trust¬
worthiness was suspected was sent o,T
without ammunition. However, they
had concealed ammunition, and opened
fire on the parade ground as their train
moved out.

French Troop» Enter
Rumania- Defeat Foe
PARIS, Oct. 25..French patrols have

crossed the Danube Hiver into Ru¬
mania on the southwestern frontier
ai d have beaten the enemy in battle,
according to an announcement from the
War Office to-night.
Striking across the river from Bul-

garian soil at Lorn Palanka, at the
end of their hundred-mile foot¬

hold !'. ¦¦ Danube, the patrols took
prisoners from the enemy forces,

Germans Admit Fate
Hangs on U. S. Front

PARIS, Oct. 25..An order signed
by the German General von Dei*

Marwitz, dated October 1, which was

taken from a German prisoner, warns
the Fifth German army, righting east
of the Meuse that the enemy was

about to attack with the object of
cutting the T.-onguyon-Sedan Rail-
road and making the exploitation
by the Germans of the Briey Iron
Mines impossible.
The order gays that on these

mines "our steel production is large¬
ly dépendent, and the fate of a great
part of the Western Front, and per¬
haps of our people, depends on firm
resistance along the Verdun front."

Free Love Bureau
Opened by Soviets

For All Girls of 18
LONDON", Oct. 25 (British Wireless

.Service).-Russian maidens under the
jurisdiction of certain provincial Bol¬
shevik Soviets become the "property
of the state" when they reach the
agr of 18 years and are compelled to
register at a government "bureau of
free love." according to the official
pazette or" the Vladimir Soviet of
Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies, which
recently published tiiat Soviet's de¬
cree on the subject.
Under the decree a woman, having

registered, "has the right to choose
from among the men between nineteen
and '¡fty a cohabitant husband." The
consent of the man chosen is not nec¬
essary, the decree adds, the man chosen
having no right to make any protest.
A similar privilege of choosing from

among the registered women is given
every man between nineteen and fifty,
"without the consent of the women."
This provision is described as "in the
interest of the state."
Opportunities for choosing husbands

and wives are to be presented once each
month, the decree state'!. Children
born of such marriages are ;«¦ become
the "property of the state." Stringentrules and penalties are laid <','>¦
the protection of girls less than eigh¬
teen.

Yankee Guns
In West Called
Greatest Made
Naval Artillery Battering
German Railways Most
Destructive Weapon

WASHINGTON, Oct. 25..Details of
the achievement of the Navy Depart¬
ment in making available for use on
the Western front the great naval guns
which press dispatches have reported
to be hammering the German railway
centres back of the Oise-Serre front
were made public to-night by Secre¬
tary Daniels.
The naval guns, which have been in

operation since September 16, original¬
ly were intended for new battle-cruis¬
ers, but a change in the design of the
vessels left the guns unavailable for
that use. Rear Admiral Earle, chief
of the Navy Bureau of Ordnance, then
recommended that the gun3 be sent to
the Western front, and he was directed
to proceed with the design and con¬
struction.
The guns are manned and operated

by officers and men of the United States
navy, under the command of Rear Ad¬
miral Plunkett, former director of the
office of gunnery exercises and engi¬
neering performance. The first party of
officers and men to handle the guns ar¬
rived in France June 9. The first ship¬
ment of material left this country June
20, and the entire organization was
completed and ready to move to the
battlefront in France late in Aujfust.
The guns are said to throw a heavier

projectile and have a greater muzzle
velocity than any weapon ever placed
on a mobile ¡and mounting. The weight
of the explosive used with each pro¬
jectile is many times greater than that
used in the freak German lonjr-ranrre
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4 Armies Strike
Between Brenta
And Piave Rivers

German Ambulance
Carried Munitions

WITH THE «VLLIED ARMIES
IN FRANCE AND BELGIUM,
Oct. 25 (By The Associated

Press)..The British army has now
obtained absolute proof that the Ger¬
mans are violating the rules of civ-
ilized warfare in respect to the use
of the Red Cross, as had for some
time been suspected. In yesterday's
operations the Fifth Army captured
a German ambulance which, engaged
in carrying ammunition, bore the
Geneva Red Cross.
This vehicle was found to be

loaded with explosives, and the capt¬
ure was considered so important
that sentries were immediately
posted to make certain tMfct no one

touched it until photographs of it
could be taken for future reference.

~~
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SYankees Gain
Hills in Hard
Meuse Battle

Dominating Positions Are
Won in Another Day of

Terrific Struggle

WITH THE AMERICAN AR.MY
NORTHWEST Of VERDUN, Oct. 25

By The Associated Press) (8 p. m^)-.
From a day of extraordinarily severe

fighting the Americans emerged to¬

night slightly in advance of the posi-
tions they held yesterday.
The gains made are slight, but they

are regarded as extremely important,
especially on the left, where higher
ground dominating much of the sur¬

rounding terrain has been gained.
(.1 p. m.). The American troops, de-

spite strong German artillery fire, im-
proved their positions at three impor¬
tant points along the front east and
west of the Meuse during the night.

There has been comparatively little
alteration in the positions on the cen¬

tre, but the American footing in Belleu
Wood?, east of the Meuse, was more

securely fixed, notwithstanding the de¬
termined efforts of the Germans to
force the Americans back.

Four Counter Attacks
The fighting for positions just be- I

yond Belleu Woods began at 4 o'clock
this morning, when the Americans
drove their way forward. At daylight
the Germans counter attacked, and
since the failure of that operation
have launched three other attacks,
equally unsuccessful.
On the extreme left the gains made

by the Americans left them at the close
of the day on the ridge extending from
Talma Farm to Belle Joyeuse Farm, on

a line through the Bourgogne Woods.
Despite the desperate resistance of

the Germans and their apparent inten¬
tion to initiate a counter offensive, in¬
formation falling into the hands of the
Americans continues to indicate an

enemy withdrawal to the Briqucnay
line, one informant declaring it to be
the intention of th« Germans to with-
draw to that position between October
25 and 31.
Heavy German counter attacks east

of the Meuse were thrown back early
to-day by the American troops holdir."
Belleu Wood and the lines on their
side. The Germans arc using their
heavy guns and machine guns exten¬
sively.

Fast of the Meuse the Americans
drove the enemy from the eastern edge
of the Boia d'Ormont, gaining their ob-
jective.

In the region of Grandpre. west of
Cue Meuse, they straightened out their
line and captured several important
ridges. Between Rappes Wood and
Bantheville Wood the American line

[was extended despite stubborn resist-
' anee.

Diaz's Fighters Seize
Three Heights on Left

and Cross Ornic
on Right

Haig Wrests 150
Cannon From Foe

Poilus Cross Serre and
Souche, Take 3,200
Prisoners and Lib¬
erate Many Towns

October 26, 2:30 p. m.
The Italians, aided by British awl

French, have launched a new drive
between the Brenta and Piavo
rivers on the mountain front in
Italy. They advanced on a front
of twenty miles, to a depth of two
miles in places, and captured more
than 3,000 prisoners.

Striking- with four armies at a -weak-
link in the enemy's line, Diaz
hurled the Austrians back from
formidable defences on the moun¬
tain line.

Three important heights on the left,
of the attack were stormed by the
Italians who inflicted heavy losses
on the enemy. On the right the
Italians swept across the Ornic-*
River into the Alano Basin.

British and Italian forces on the
Piave front captured several isl
ands in the river, taking their ga
risons prisoner.

French forces west of the Brent.i
advanced in conjunction with the
main attack, and stormed Monte
Sisemol. They took 800 prisoners.

On the front in France the Allied
armies resumed their advances
across the foe's defences, lightingforward on wide fronts.

Attacking on a front of fifty miles
the French drove forward more
than a mile on the tip of the
foe's salient that stretches toward
Laon. On the left of the Hue
they captured three villages and
progressed beyond Villers-le-Sec.
In the centre they threw forces
across the Serre and the Souche
in violent combats and recon¬
quered several towns.

Thirty-two hundred prisoners were
taken in the day's fighting, of
which 2,000 were taken in the bit¬
ter struggle waged in the Soissons
sector, on the east end of the
lighting line.

The British in two days have capt¬ured 9,000 prisoners and 150
guns. Striking toward Le Ques-
noy yesterday they gained the
line of the important railway sup¬ply line to Valenciennes. Theyadvanced here two mile9 and in¬
flicted heavy losses on the enemyEverywhere the Germans are put¬ting up desperate resistance.

Foch Directs Great
Blow in Italy to
Crush Foe's Front

LONDON, Oct. 215..In the first grca'
attack in Italy since Foch assume«
supreme command, the Allies havt
broken into Austrian positions on i
twenty-mile front between the Brent
and the F'iave. stormed importan* an«
formidable mountains and taken aboj
3.000 prisoners.
The attack began Thursday. A

the advance reached two miles earljthe operation.
Both to the east and i e vest >f

i main battlcfront htavy hlov« «m


